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This award-winning shop
is up for almost any
restoration challenge.

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY
BY JIM McCRAW

AMercedes-Benz 280 SE 3.5
srtible-is undergoing a complete

powe in restoration and cleanup
ran 18-month search.
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This i§ thesvery first Shelby
cn\hemhle ever bui

A one-of-a-kind Ferrari 330 GT was
rebodied by Creative to pay homage
to Ferrari race cars of the "50s.
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Jacquet’s bc

IL wasn't supposed to turn out this way. Jason Wenig
d to grow up to be a Madi Avenue
utive, but something happe
Wenig, 47, a New Yc
Univer m got his bachelor
and went to work at one of the |
 in the business, Bates, as
ount man. For a while, he
d, but then his i
whispered to him that th
> that would be ¢
more fun than lunch with ¢
America’s Cup yacht racing.
He crewed out of the New
Yacht Club,
in Europe, and won the world
championship with Ernest
at, Freedom US 30. Then he left lht Mad
Men behind and put together ExpressAutoParts.com,
which in turn led to some drag racing
n to build cars in Flori
cility, The Creative Works
a wonderful old early 20th Century all-wood
10,000 sg-ft building that started
out as a granary in Dania Beach,
near the Ft. Lauderdale airport.
He and his wife, Kim, a former
rag trade executive in Manhattan,
bought the building, which had
devolved into a giant storage barn,
and spent reral months
emptying it out, eliminating the
entrenched v ;
up to code, including a couple of
rather large skylights over the main
work bay to let in more of that
Florida sunshine.

was supp
advertising

something el

‘58 FordMﬁ‘w

like the Ritz-Carlton.”
ap metal |

It had gone from a granary to a
-d parts warehouse

nd since they
open for business, The

That was m than 16

ng those b

ears ago,

> old door

hop has handled every kind of body,

“.58ner Jaseremq sits up'in the loft
5B 2t his desk, whichs h i fal

paint, upholste design,
abrication, mechanical, tuning

& and restor k imaginable
£ 7 B “l left corporate America
because 1 didn't fit in. I want to
be a pirate. I want adventure.
I want intrigue. I want a little
108 to be
exciting and that’s why

we do
Wenig  say

remarkable, cosmic flow to what eomes into this place.
. I have yet to see a correlation b 1 what
n ‘out there,” and what goes on in here. We tend

in a weird flow. We had a Pc iod in here,

S |
§ This red Maserati 3500 was raced and
j died by Someone,
t Creative's detectives
ill'on the case.
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Mustang GT500KR convertible ever made
in here. We have a plain-Jane Mustang for
a client in South Africa that will be restored
for his son when he’s 16
He says he and his crew love the |
challenge, but sometimes the challenge
elming. The worst project hes ever
was a 1953 guellini 750cc twincam.
“It was an e sgs Cunningham r
car that v la owned by
Kiekhaeler, raced with a Mercury outb
*2-stra
record on the sand at Ormond Beach. Then
the car was lost. The ch sho
with a Devin body on it, and the
Stanguellini body was discovered under a
rarn in Wisconsin. A client bought all the
pieces, and the hunt went on for an engine.
Raced by both Briggs Cunningham and Carl Kiekhaefer, this built >
WStanqueIFini} Eggﬁggfuqte_r_ni!iqnal engine search.

revssileone=™

— ; : 750cc engir 1d we found one in a
' wine cellar in France,
away from the numbe
He counts himself and h
“forensic historians,” carefully and ¢

Not too many shops are willing and capable
when it comes to leather upholstegy, but
Creative Workshop dotes on tough.ones.

putting back together cars like the
Stanguellini. In that case, he flew to Italy to
meet with the founder’s son, Fran
Stanguellini, just to make sure the
would be correct when it was shown at
ight down to the switches,
Is and rivets
There’s another mystery car currently
-d under the loft, a o1
] 3500 coupe that was rebodied in
about 1966, a beautiful coupe, but no one
knows who, when or where it was
rebodied. “A gentleman racer had it
d it all throughout South

From above, you can see just how
many different kinds of client
machinery this shop takes on.
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You'd never guess that it's a Cooper
T21 built long ago by an MG craftsman
to emulate a Ferrari barchetta.

researching this car, we have vet to find out
who actually did the coachwork. We
contacted both Pininfarina and Zagato,
but they don’t know the car. If we could
find that one sheet of paper, we could
add another zero to its value. The
hunt continues.”

Another recent project was building a
complete 1915 touring car body and
upholstery on an original REO
Speedwagon truck chassis.

The lobby of the building and Wenig’s
office upstairs in the loft are crammed with
rows and rows of reference materials and

manuals for all kinds of production cars, as

ell as historical material for those rar ) | i son Wenig is surrounded by his
we as 'llf:T.Ul_lf. a Tﬂdllf.llhl Or those rare oy 3 | »-a [ Eand a WT”lnq apprentice or two. L
birds like the Stanguellini. F= B : 11| :

Wenig’s level of detail has garnered
several dozen awards for his customers’
cars at Pebble Beach, Amelia Island,
Greenwich, St. John’s, Hilton Head, and
Cavallino. His reach extends to customers
in Canada, Mexico, Argentina, Europe and
South Africa.

Wenig and his staff of 10 are the core of
the business, but he says he’s always
looking for qualified people, through his
association with the RPM Foundation, an
organization founded by Hagerty,
the Le May Museum, and America’s
Automotive Trust. He says, “One of the
things I look for when we are bringing
someone on is heart. Passion.”

Something that Wenig is passionate
about personally is horsepower, and that’s
why this restoration shop in a very old
building has a chassis dynamometer built
into the floor. Nearby is the Tower Of
Power, where cars and drivers are
measured for the top spot, where Pull
Position is currently held by a 711hp
Dodge Viper. Wenigs own 1960 Renault
Alpine is at the bottom of the tower with
65 horsepower.

He explains the huge variety of cars in
his shop very simply: “I will work with
great people who want great work.”

THE CREATIVE WORKSHOP
118 Hill Street

Dania Beach, Florida 33004
954-920-3303 . The Creative Workshop loft is a comfy place to

thecreativeworkshop.com § £ pore over the reference library on the right.
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